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Since entering Marburg University in
October 1970, | have spent a bit more
than fifty years of my life in
universities and research institutions,
the first nineteen years in former West
Germany, and afterwards more than
thirty-one years in Japan. Throughout
these fifty years | had to change the
focus and the topic of my research
several times - life is a procession of
voluntary and involuntary changes.
And while some of the changes offer
new opportunities that one cannot
refuse, other ones happen without
oneself having much influence on
them.

When | entered Marburg University in
1970, university life was still very
much determined by the aftermath of
the preceding period of student revolt
and social upheavals, and it was a
period of inter-faculty political strife
and antagonism that sometimes
interrupted the smooth proceeding of
education. | enrolled in sociology,
ethnology (which was a hot-bed of
inter-faculty strife) , Chinese Studies,
and Japanese Studies. The latter two
were very small departments with only
few students at the times. So |
concentrated on sociology and
ethnology while learning Japanese and
Chinese and becoming proficient in
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English and French.

An important research field in
sociology and ethnology at Marburg
University was developmental
the study of
underdeveloped countries and the

sociology -

social modernization and economic
development of societies. Quite a
number of faculty and postgraduate
students did research on countries in
Latin America and Africa. From my
third year on | joined research groups
in this field, and also groups that
studied the history of French sociology
and the development of East Asian
Area Studies in Germany and Europe. |
had to do a lot of reading, especially in
French, which was a language in which
most of my fellow students were not
well versed. Therefore | was asked to
translate texts from the French
discussion on the Asian Mode of
Production and on dependency theory,
and from Comte’ s and Durkheim’ s
sociology that were not translated
into German at the time. | also was
asked to deal with everything
Japanese.

A strange thing in my opinion was that
the Japanese transition into a modern
industrial society was almost
completely ignored in European
research on modernization and

m

economic development at the times. |

was asked recurrently to write papers
on the Meiji Restoration and Japan’ s
subsequent modernization. So |
decided to take up this topic for my
graduate research.

But then unforeseen things happened.
First both of my advisors in sociology
and Japanese Studies unexpectedly
died, and a vear later the inter-faculty
strife in ethnology aggravated to a
point that led to the closure of the
institute for several years. | had to find
new advisors, and in this process |
was forced to change the focus and
topic of my graduate research in order
to accommodate my new advisors.
The new focus of my research became
family and rural sociology, and the
evolvement of empirical research on
the rural family in Japanese social
sciences during the 1920s, 1930s,
and 1940s became the new topic for
my master thesis.

After | received my master degree in
February 1981, | was hired as an
assistant at the Department for East
Asian Studies at Marburg University
and entered the doctor course. In
1983 | also published my first book on
the research of Japanese rural
sociologists on the family during the
1930s and 1940s. The publication



increased my job opportunities, and in
July 1984 | was hired as a lecturer by
the East Asian Institute of the Free
University of West Berlin.

In Berlin | was thrown into the
discussions within a much larger and
vibrant environment of social sciences
and Japanese Studies than in the
sleepy university town Marburg far
from the big urban centers. The
situation in West Berlin was sustained
by two big universities and several
national research institutes in which a
considerable number of researchers
were concerned with understanding
the current appearance of Japan as
an economic superpower. | also
learned to speak Japanese, something
that had been on a back-burner in
Marburg where the number of
Japanese visiting scholars had been
small and all well versed in German.
Now | had to be able to communicate
with visiting Japanese social
scientists who spoke only little English
and no German. And while most of the
discussions centered on Japanese
industrial policies, | still continued
working on the topic that | had
inherited from the research for my
master thesis, but the scope of my
studies was broadened into the
sociology of science and research on
the images of Japanese society in the
Nihonjinron. The Free University also
gave me the chance to do research in
Japan by dispatching me at the end of
August 1987 for one year as a
visiting researcher with a professional
scholarship from the Japan Foundation
to the Institute of Social Science of
the University of Tokyo.

Tokyo in 1987-1988 in the middle of
the bubble economy was a very
inspiring experience. | participated in
the proceedings of several Japanese
learned societies in the fields of
research on the family and rural
society, and in the study groups of

B ———

Japanese Studies’ specialists from all
over the world at the International
House of Japan, the German East
Asian Society, and the Japan
Foundation. | was also recruited as a
full-time researcher for the new
German Institute for Japanese Studies
in Tokyo, where | started work in May
1989 after | had returned for one
semester to Berlin.

During my work at the German
Institute of Japanese Studies | was
forced again to change the field of my
research, this time to quantitative
survey research on value change, data
analysis, and guestionnaire
construction. This field stayed with me
until 2010, but it was complemented
by comparative research on the family
and gender, and on immigrants and
migration in Germany. Then | became
more interested in comparative
European Studies.

In September 1993 | was hired by the
College of International Studies of
Chubu University, where | have now
worked for the last twenty-seven
years. It was a busy, but ingratiating
time. It was focused more on teaching
than research, a new task that |
fortunately always gladly embraced
since my time in West Berlin. | had had
my first experiences in teaching as a
student tutor at Marburg University
teaching seminars that accompanied
introductory lectures. At the Free
University | had to teach seminars for
all levels of the curriculum and
introductory lectures on the history of
Japan, so | knew how to deal with the
stress to prepare a lecture while
teaching it. My first teaching
experiences in Japanese came in
1992 when | was asked by Tohoku
Gakuin University to teach an
intensive lecture on contemporary
German society. My first semester at
Chubu University was easy, | only had
to teach one seminar and one lecture

2021 vouis

on Germany. But teaching work got
really busy in the next few years. At
the time courses at Chubu University
extended to a full year. | had two new
lectures on Sociology and on
Japanese Culture and barely managed
to get the lectures ready each time.
For the next two years new lectures
were added each year. Then came a
major change of the curriculum with
the introduction of the semester
system in 1996 and | had adapt my
old lectures to the new system, while
lectures on comparative Japanese
studies and comparative Sociology
were added, and in 2012 | had to take
over lectures on European Studies
from the previous teacher of this topic.
And while the preparation of new
lectures took a lot of time, | also took
my time to prepare good materials
that allow the students to deepen
their study of the topic.

The lessons that | learned during my
fifty years as a scholar are that you
have to take a broad view on the fields
of your research, that you have to be
flexible to respond to new
opportunities and to adapt to
unforeseen changes, and that you
have to regard teaching as an
essential and important part of your
life as a scholar.
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1R 118 120 53 77 134 189 130

2R 118 120 51 244 135 194 134

3R 122 140 67 241 142 190 132

4R 125 158 85 265 144 195 127

S5A 123 163 92 234 146 200 123

6H 114 47 91 234 119 201 119

7R 110 132 92 185 130 206 103

8A 114 116 94 216 139 207 108

9A 106 53 92 199 123 216 107

10AR 99 100 90 179 98 218 93

11A 86 111 76 151 63 212 83

12R 75 94 56 108 43 202 72
19384

1R 75 65 36 62 50 200 79

[&#1] Survey of Current Business (March 1938).
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