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A Consideration on the New Faculty Development Held
with Students under the Learning Paradigm:

Inspired by the "Middle Voice" approach

MIURA Makoto™'

k1  Professor, Center for Teaching and Learning, Kansai University

Abstract

It is proposed in this paper that, instead of the traditional approach to faculty
development, the "Middle Voice Approach" is robust in the success of faculty
development. An optimal effort to enhance the quality of education evolved
around active learning calls for the re-design of a paradigm for faculty
development through collaborative interaction with the main stakeholder, i.e.,
students in the classroom. While in the traditional paradigm of education, the
improvement of talent in teaching has been the grave and promising aspect of
faculty development; in the proposed paradigm, the main focus must be shifted
to foster the active-learning mindset by the learner. Yet, inexperienced learners
cannot facilitate or guide themselves to meet their lifelong goals with the active-
learning mindset alone. Or it does not mean the educational situation where the
active learning activities by the learner are exercised under the carefully
choreographed learning environment designed by the instructor. In other words,
active learners are not the main initiator of their learning or the "causee" of
active learning. The instructor in charge of the course is the causer of learning,
either. With collaboration and interaction of both active learners and instructors
in the learning ambiance, (namely, the "Middle Voice Approach"), the active
learning mindset by the learner as well as the FD endeavor will grow naturally

through the process of active learning.
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Faculty Development (FD), Active Learning, "Middle Voice Approach", Paradigm for FD
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Abstract

In this study, a qualitative approach was used to examine the short and long-
term impacts of educational practices of the participants of “ Peer
Consultation”, a FD program which offers both training and mutual class
observation. The results were analyzed based on a grounded theory approach
using the follow-up interviews as well as the free descriptions of the classes left
by fourteen faculty members who had participated in the “Peer Consultations”
one to five years before. To begin with, we examined the structure of faculty
members' evaluation perspectives of their classes and generated new analytical
categories that could capture the content of the participants' educational
practices and their transformations. Next, these categories were used to clarify
the differences in participants' perceptions and behaviors between before and
after their participation in the “Peer Consultation”. The results suggested that
participating in “Peer Consultation” and reflecting on their classes was effective
in promoting the participants' awareness of previously unseen aspects of the
classes and motivation to improve the classes. Furthermore, it was suggested
that peer consulting could provide the fundamental insight that led to a major

shift in their teaching styles from “teaching-centered” to “learning-centered”.

Key words

faculty development, teacher reflection, peer consultation, higher education
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Abstract

In 2017, Language Education Program, Global Education Center, revised the
achievement test which had been used for seven years to measure students’
achievements in the “English Skill” classes and started to use the new version
from 2018. In this article, we report the results of the English education in 2019,
with special reference to the results of the new achievement test in comparison

with those reported in the previous year.
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A Proposal for Using Google Classroom to Implement a
Content-Based Integrated English Course
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Abstract

With the surprise onset of the COVID-19 pandemic coinciding with the
beginning of the 2020 schoolyear, many, if not most, universities were compelled
to hold classes online instead of in person. This necessitated a major re-working
of curriculum to support an online learning format. This article presents insights
into the challenges and successes encountered in transforming a face-to-face
content and language integrated learning (CLIL) English and culture course into
a manageable online version. Some of the challenges included managing student
engagement, executing testing on a digital platform, dealing with a lack of
normally realized student collaboration, and a shortage of teacher-student face-
to-face interaction. Although it was a difficult semester for both students
and teachers, we recognized some positive outcomes. Students often appeared
more comfortable presenting from their own homes. Furthermore, teacher
collaboration and task sharing were high, which enabled the vast majority of the
curriculum to be successfully delivered. In addition to details related to creating
an online course on Google Classroom, there are also insights regarding utilizing
parts of the online course in a standard face-to-face classroom situation. Given
the current climate of uncertainty related to public health, a forward-looking
approach might be advised to include coursework converted to an online format

in an attempt to futureproof curriculum against potential eventualities.

Key words

English education, online learning, Google Classroom, content and language integrated learning (CLIL)

1 Introduction

A successful language program is one that is
constantly reflecting upon and reevaluating itself.
In the spring semester of 2018, the Department of
English Language and Culture changed the way
Integrated English (IE) A and C were conducted.
This continued in the fall semester with IE B and D.
These are part of the core English classes that
students take in their first two years in the

program—IE A and B in the first year and C and D

in the second year.

This class shifted to a content and language
integrated learning (CLIL) style focusing on
students learning about the United States of
America, the United Kingdom, and other English-
speaking countries. The details of the class will be
discussed later in this paper.

The spring semester of 2020 presented the
teachers of IE A and C with a challenge since face-

to-face classes were not being conducted. In
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addition, the university's Course Power platform
seemed to be a bit archaic, but luckily the option of
using Google Classroom emerged, albeit quite late.

This paper will describe the contents of the two
and explain how these classes

classes were

conducted in the spring semester of 2020.

2 Class contents

This section of the paper will lay out the contents
of both IE A and C and provide the framework used
for the three topics covered for each class.

In each of these classes, students are presented
with three topics containing two readings on each
topic for a total of six readings. Table 1 shows the
topics and readings covered in each class.

These classes meet twice a week for a total of 30
times during the semester. One cycle using one
topic is comprised of eight classes. Table 2 shows
what one cycle looks like and is described in the
third part of this paper.

The remaining six classes are used in the
following ways. The first class of the semester is an
introduction to the course and a review of the
material from the previous course. Of course, for IE
A, the first class focuses heavily on explanations
about the course and what is expected of the
students. This includes an explanation of our
extensive reading program, how to register for the
websites we are using, and an overview of the class
as a whole.

Two of these classes are used for the poster test.
Students who are not being tested are expected to
be studying for the final exam, which happens on
the final day of class. This leaves us with two
classes remaining. One of these classes is an
explanation of the poster test and the other is a

review for the final exam.

3 Conducting class
In face-to-face classes, students spend time
collaborating in class. This is primarily related to
vocabulary study and comparing answers to
comprehension questions. At the beginning of the
semester, we were uncertain of the reliability of
students’ internet connections, so we opted for an
approach that mainly used an on-demand type
system, although we did have deadlines set for the

assignments. Because of this, students were unable

Table 1 Topics and readings for each class
Integrated English A Integrated English C
o The Union
Thanksgiving
Jack
Flags & -
Food America
Symbols )
Sunday Roast in
Symbols
American .
. Winston
Music: Roots .
) Churchill
Music and Types Leaders
John F.
The Beatles
Kennedy
The
. People of
Charlie
. the
Chaplin .
) United
Film Peoples
States
Peoples
Bollywood of
Britain
Table 2 One cycle of classes
Class | Class Contents
) introduction to reading 1
vocabulary for reading 1
vocabulary test for reading 1
2 read passage 1
comprehension questions
content test for reading 1
3 introduction to reading 2
vocabulary for reading 2
vocabulary test for reading 2
4 read passage 2
comprehension questions
s choose topics for presentation
begin research
content test for reading 2
6 complete research
start making posters
poster check
7 presentation practice
vocabulary for the next reading passage
g presentations
vocabulary for the next reading passage

to collaborate in class. Whether they did this on
their own, or not, is unclear.

Most of the classes were asynchronous, so a plan
for each class was written. Students were to read

that plan in the form of a PDF for each class, which
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contained the directions for the class. Deadlines
were also set for assignments. For assignments,
students had more than 24 hours to complete each
task. In the case of tests, there was a set starting
and ending time.

This section will give a detailed explanation of

how the material was presented to the students.

3.1 Extensive reading

Bamford and Ray (1997) describe extensive
reading as “reading large amounts with the aim of
getting an overall understanding of the material.
Readers are more concerned with the meaning of
the text than the meaning of individual words or
sentences” (para. 3). In the past, students would
borrow books from the school library or from the
graded reader library in our Multi-Media Room
(MMR) and then take tests on MReader, a website
housing tests that check to see if students have
actually read the book. If students are reading at or
below their level, they should be able to answer the
questions easily. But with students being off
campus, we needed to find a solution to keep
students engaged in reading since they could not
borrow books from the university.

It should be noted that this extensive reading
program is a major part of our curriculum and not
only a part of IE, but also a component of our
(EAP)

Communicative Grammar (CG) classes. For IE,

English for Academic Purposes and
first-year students have a goal of reading and
passing the tests for 50,000 words. In the past, some
students would wait until the deadline approached
and read what they were assigned just prior to the
deadline.

In an effort to keep students reading constantly,
a midterm goal was put in place to encourage
to throughout the

Unfortunately, there were still students who would

students read semester.
not do this and only read two times during the
semester — before the midterm and end of semester
goals. To support this, EAP implemented weekly
goals for students. In the fall semester, first-year
students have a midterm goal of 37,500 words, and
an end of semester goal of 75,000 words. Second-
year students have a midterm goal of 50,000 words,
and a semester goal of 100,000 words in both the

spring and fall semesters. If students fail to reach

the midterm goal, their final grade in IE and CG is
lowered by 10 percent. If they do not meet the end
of semester goal, their grade in IE, CG, and EAP is
lowered by 25 percent. That is to say, if a student
finished the semester with a grade of 75% but did
not meet the semester goal for reading, their grade
would be lowered to 50%, and they would
consequently fail the class.

To maintain our extensive reading program, we
changed from using the MReader platform to
XReading, a platform in which students could
access graded readers digitally — both on their
smartphones and on their computers. A special
grant from Chubu University was used to pay for
access to XReading. The same goals used in the past

were also used for online learning.

3.2 Vocabulary study

Before students read a passage, they are
instructed to study vocabulary. The vocabulary
chosen for students to study has been selected by
the teachers. Students use a free website called
Quizlet to study the vocabulary. This can be
accessed using an app on their smartphones or on
their computers. Once students join the class, they
are able to study all of the vocabulary from the
semester. Figure 1 shows the vocabulary lists for
IE C. The students are not given definitions in
Japanese. Students are encouraged to use as much
English as possible and not rely on translating

everything into Japanese.

6sets  72members  Chubu University - Kasugal

2, IE-C 2020

0000

CLASS JOIN LINK

https://quizletcom/join/nmmhfp453

STerms @ chubuking TeAcHER | IE-C 2020

Unit 1 Part 1 Flags & Symbols: The Union Jack
26Terms

@ chubuking TEACHER | IE-C 2020

Unit 1 Part 2 Flags & Symbols: Symbols of the USA

34Terms @ chubuking TEAcHER

Unit 2 Part 1 Leaders - Winston Churchill

IE-C 2020

25Terms @ chubuking TEAcHER | IE-C 2020

Unit 2 Part 2 Leaders - John F. Kennedy

20Terms @ chubuking TeAcHER | IE-C 2020

Unit 3 Part 1 Peoples - The United States

19Terms | @ chubuking TEACHER  IE-C 2020

Unit 3 Part 2 Peoples - the United Kingdom

Figure 1 Vocabulary sets on Quizlet
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Quizlet has multiple ways for students to study
the vocabulary and they do vary slightly between
the app for smartphones, and through a web
browser on a computer. The “learn” activity has
learners match the definition to the correct term.
“Flashcards” is simply a flashcard with the word
on one side and its definition on the other. “Write”
presents the student with the definition and they
must type in the correct word. “Gravity” is similar
to “write” in that the definition is on a rock falling
and the learner must type the correct term before
the rock reaches the ground (figure 2). “Match” is
a game to see how fast the learner can match the
terms with the definition. There is also a “test”
function in which students can design their own

test and test themselves over the vocabulary.

Quizlet EEm Q Search

“Gravity” game on Quizlet

Figure 2

Quizlet is not new to IE. We have used it in the
past. Generally, students are expected to study the
words on their own, but there is a game within
Quizlet called “live” in which students are put into
groups and must work together using their
smartphones to match the terms with their
definitions. This was not a feature we were able to
use with online learning as students need to be in

close proximity to one another.

3.3 Introduction to each reading

The importance of activating students' schemata
has been well documented (Coady; 1979, Carrell,
1984). In the case of IE, one lesson is dedicated to
getting the students to think about the topic. This

is done with a video that they can watch online.

Oftentimes, the videos are found on YouTube, and

sometimes they are produced by the teachers.

U.S. Symbols Video

Watch the video and answer the questions below. Your answers should match the
information from the video. If it does not match that information, your answer will be
counted as incorrect. You should also use correct capitalization and spelling.

You can also see the video by copying and pasting this link:
https://jr.brainpop.com/ ies/ci b

Your email address (
form. Not you? Switch account

chubu.ac.jp) will be recorded when you submit this

* Required

What do the 50 stars on the flag stand for? * 5 points

Your answer

What do the 13 stripes on the flag stand for? * 5 points

Your answer

What is the national bird of the United States? * 5 points

Your answer

‘What does the national bird of the United States represent? (two answers 5 points
?and?)*

Figure 3 Questions over an introduction video

3.4 Reading passages

Most of the reading passages came from the
textbook used in the class with the exception of the
passage about Thanksgiving for IE A. This was
written by the teachers and uploaded to Google
Classroom in the form of a PDF. Before students
read a passage, they may have some pre-reading
questions they need to complete. After they have
read, there are comprehension questions to be
completed. Again, these were done through Google

Forms within Google Classroom.

3.5 Testing
Students were tested over both the vocabulary
(before reading) and the reading passages (after
reading). These tests were timed, but monitored by
the teachers. If a student had some sort of technical
problem, or simply forgot, we would reopen the test
for that student and let them complete the test.
One before

important discovery made we
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administered the first test was that Google
Classroom does not release an assignment on its
platform at the exact time for which it is set, so for
timed tests it is important to manually “assign”
or release the tests at the correct time.

To close access to a test on time, we used an add-
on called formLimiter. This add-on will change
the setting on the Google Form from “accepting
responses” to “not accepting responses’ at the
time for which it is set. This was usually set for one
minute past the time students were told the test
was over. For example, if students were told the
test ended at 12:00, we would set formLimiter to
close the test at 12:01. FormLimiter generally took
about 30 - 40 seconds from the time we set it to close
the test, so the test mentioned above would actually
close at 12:01:35.

The final exam was also timed and covered all of
the vocabulary and content from the semester. For
the first vocabulary test, we had students type in
the answers, and points were deducted for word
form and spelling mistakes. It seemed that students
had a difficult time with this. From the second
vocabulary test, we changed it to multiple-choice.
Also, all of the words from the vocabulary set being
tested were included in a drop-down menu where
students could select the correct answer. On the
final exam, the vocabulary questions had four
possible choices from which students had to choose.

All of the content questions were multiple choice.

3.6 Presentations

Presentations are a major part of this class.
Students give a presentation on the topic for each
unit. They are required to research their topic and
input their research notes into a Google Form that
will be checked by their teachers. They use these
notes to help them decide what pictures to include
on their poster. Posters were made on Google Slides
and submitted as homework. Students were also
required to upload notes on what they would say
about each picture on their poster.

For the first presentation, we simply had the
students record a video of themselves giving their
presentation and then upload it to an assignment
on Google Classroom. A rubric made within Google
Classroom was used to grade the presentations. We

wanted to have students view each other's videos,

but were a bit worried about giving students access
to the files. We discovered a way to create groups
using Google Meet and set up a link for each group.
Groups were limited to three or four students each.
After students gave their presentations in groups,
they had an assignment to make a video for

uploading and grading.

3.7 Poster tests

At the end of each semester, students have a
poster test. They bring all three posters that they
have made throughout the semester and have a one-
on-one interview with a teacher of a different class.
The teachers ask the students questions about their
posters and the reasons that they chose the
pictures. Students must explain everything in
English.

For the online class, it was decided that it would
be best for the teachers to grade their own
students. First, an assignment was made for the
Slides

into one document.

students to combine all three Google
documents (their posters)
Knowing that combining the three documents
would be a challenge for some students, a video was
made for the students showing them how to do it.

Over the course of two days, the teachers met
one-on-one with the students on Google Meet
through links set up for each individual student.
The teachers would display the students’ posters
on the screen and use the cursor to point to the
pictures and ask questions. This interview test
lasted about five minutes for each student. Again, a
rubric made in Google Classroom was used to grade
the students. This process worked quite well with
most students being ready and online before the

teacher entered the Google Meet session.

4 Conclusion
While conducting the IE classes online was a

challenge, we generally felt that the semester was a

success. Of course, there is always room for
improvement, and we did encounter some
difficulties.

First, because classes were not face-to-face, we
could not see the reactions of students to gauge
their This

language teachers when giving instructions in the

understanding. i1s 1mportant for

target language while in class. The instructions for
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this class were in written form, so students were
able to contact the instructors via email or LINE to
clarify meaning. Because they were not in the
classroom, students also did not have as much input
from listening to the teacher speak in English as
they would have in a regular teaching situation.
Second, peer feedback and discussion virtually
disappeared. Perhaps a separate Google Form could
collect peer feedback from the
Another to

presentations was that it was difficult to determine

be wused to

presentations. problem  related
if students were using their notes while presenting.
They were given instructions not to use notes, but
from listening to the tone of voice and watching the
students’ eyes, it seemed as if some were using
their notes more than they should have.

Third, there was a major problem exposed
regarding testing when all of the tests essentially
became open-book. We tried to address this by
limiting the length of the vocabulary and content
tests to 15 minutes each. Future research could
compare the scores of the tests from classes in both
face-to-face and online learning.

Finally, a particularly troublesome problem we
encountered was computer literacy. Students who
were not familiar with using computers had
problems and this continued throughout the
semester. Even with videos showing the students
how to combine their three posters into one
document, it was a challenge for some. We received
submissions from students who had combined all
three posters onto one slide, rather than three
separate slides within one document. It is possible

that the video provided for them was insufficient to

bridge the gap in their technical knowledge, or was
not viewed at all.

With a class like IE it is important for students
to be able to collaborate and talk with one another.
This was not accomplished to the degree that has
been the norm. Having live classes, meaning not
using an asynchronous format, and utilizing
Google Meet more with students in groups would
help with collaboration. In the event that classes
during the semester are face-to-face, students will
still need to practice social distancing. This social
distancing does not allow for effective
collaboration. In this case, making use of Google
Meet would provide more opportunity for effective

collaboration.
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Utilizing Role-playing to Practice English
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Abstract

This study explores the use of table-top role-playing games (TTRPGs) in the

English as a foreign language (EFL) context. It explains what a TTRPG is and

discusses the pedagogical benefits that they can have when used in language

learning classrooms. Furthermore, this study provides instructions on how

teachers can utilize TTRPGs in their classroom and gives examples of language

learning activities and assessments that can be given with TTRPGs. Finally, this

study reports the findings from teacher observations and questionnaires given to

students at the university level that participated in courses that implemented

TTRPGs.

Key words

Role-playing, gamification, TTRPG, critical thinking, communicative competence

1 Background

Perhaps the most challenging aspect of teaching
English as a foreign language (EFL) is providing
students with enough opportunity to use English in
an authentic way. In order to provide students with
these opportunities, EFL instructors often utilize
debates, role plays, and discussions. A method that
has received less attention is the use of role-playing
(RP).

1.1 Role Plays Versus Role-playing

Before continuing this discussion, it is best to
define the term role-playing, especially in contrast
with role plays. For the purpose of this study it is
important to understand that RP is fundamentally
different than a traditional classroom role play
(Philips, 1994). Role

oriented in that students are given a role that they

plays are performance
must act out. Role plays are also often highly
structured, with students receiving set phrases and
situations, and sometimes even a script to guide

them. They are very useful for drilling target

languages phrases and structure, but are limited in
their ability to provide students with authentic
communicative practice. They are essentially
simulations of authentic conversations assigned by
the teacher (Zalka, 2012).

Role-playing, in contrast, happens when a group
that comes together to create a story through
impersonating character in it. It is important to
that “ impersonating ” does not
While RP can, and

often does, involve a performance it is not necessary

note here

necessarily mean “acting.”

to act out one's character, only to express what the
character's actions or thoughts are (Zalka, 2012).
In RP players are not given a script or guideline
and must respond naturally to external input. This
could be a reaction to a story event or a response to
a question by another player. The players may also
be internally motivated to interact due to personal
or in-character needs or desires and thereby become
the catalyst for a conversation or action by another
player. In short, RP requires the players to engage

in highly authentic and unscripted conversations

*1 Senior Assistant Professor, Language Program, Global Education Center, Chubu University
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and reactions in order to continue a shared

narrative.

2 Table-top Role-playing Games

The most common way to implement RP is
through a table-top role-playing game (TTRPG)
such as Dungeons and Dragons. A TTRPG is a
game played by a group of players divided into two
(GMs) and player
characters (PCs). A typical game has only one GM

categories, game masters
and several PCs. Traditionally the game is played
around a table with pencils, paper, and often dice.
Recently, online applications and websites have also
been developed to play the TTRPGs remotely as
well.

In a TTRPG the PCs drive the story by deciding
what they want to do or say and communicating
their desires to the group. They have full control
over the actions of their character. The GM, on the
other hand, is responsible for building the world
and creating the overall plot for the story. They
also work as a referee, enforcing agreed upon rules
for the story and game. The GM also controls all
the non-player characters (NPCs) in the world,
from shop owners to world leaders and everything
in between. It is the GMs responsibility to explain
the results of a PCs actions and how the world
reacts to it, giving feedback to the PCs for the
choices they make.

Although TTRPGs provide a lot of freedom to
the PCs, there are certain rules or guidelines that
govern what abilities they have and the actions
they can take. Generally, each PC is given a sheet of
paper that lists their character's skills and abilities.
For example, one character might be good with
technology and able to make useful tools or gadgets
while another is more athletic and able to help with
more physical problems. While a PC may attempt
to perform an action outside of their skillset, their
likelihood of success is far lower. This allows each
PC to be unique and have a role to play in the
group. It also forces PCs to cooperate with each
other to solve problems or achieve their characters'

goals.

3 Benefits of TTRPGs in the Classroom
TTRPGs are driven mainly through verbal

exchange. Players express what they would like

their character to do and the other PCs or GM
respond with their reactions. As such, they provide
many opportunities to practice language skills.
They also help build

awareness since PCs must cooperate with each

social and pragmatic
other to further the narrative and continue the
game. Finally, TTRPGs require PCs to use critical
thinking skills because they must work together to
overcome a variety of social and logical obstacles.
These tasks can be as simple as shopping for a gift
to as complex as arguing their innocence in a court.
Their

limitless.

language learning potential is almost

Perhaps the most unique, and most important,
element of TTRPGs for the purposes of EFL are
their player-driven nature, which in the case of the
classroom would translate to student-driven.
given full autonomy over the

which allows them the

Students are
character they create,
opportunity to engage in very authentic situations
and use the target language dynamically.

A good example of how much agency students
have in a TTRPG stems from a campaign (a story
arc) run during an intensive course in the fall of
2019, where the student players were given a task of
uncovering the mystery of a ‘living tree’ in and
nearby park and ended up trying to negotiate peace
between two factions in order to prevent a war. The
turn of events was entirely based upon the decisions
of the students themselves.

Language usage in the beginning of the course
focused on  asking  questions, gathering
information, and sharing their findings. However,
by the end of the course, students discussing
history, engaging in debates, and attempting to
mitigate misunderstandings. Students also had to
learn how to socialize with different types of people
in various situations, including individuals that
were initially wary or mistrusting of them. This led
to various lessons on pragmatics and socio-cultural
awareness.

Another benefit of TTRPGs is that they help
students become intrinsically motivated to both
learn and wuse the target language. There are
several factors that help to build this motivation.
First is the act of creating their own character. The
act of creation and the ownership can instill an

emotional attachment to the character. This
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ownership increases the player's desire to see their
character succeed. Success is often based on how
well they communicate their character's desires and
actions, or how well their character communicates
his or her ideas, thus motivating the students to
improve their own language skills (Armstrong,
2016).

As opposed to many other types of games,
TTRPGs are wholly cooperative as all players are
part of the same team. Thus, success or failure is
shared among all members of the group. This can
help “establish a sense of communal cohesion” and

“encourage collaborative creativity (Bowman,
2007).”

Finally, TTRPGs are inherently task-based and
goal-oriented. Task-based learning (TBL) is a
method of instruction in which learners are given a
task that can only be completed through use of the
target language (Brown, 2007). A task, according
to Nunan (2004), a task is any activity in which
learners utilize the target language in a way that
focuses on “conveying meaning® rather than
In a TTRPG, PCs in a

story work together toward a shared goal. This

“manipulating form.”

could be solving a mystery, resolving a conflict,
building a civilization, or an unlimited other
number of goals. In addition to the overall goals,
while the main plot of the story is usually set by
the GM, players have a large amount of influence
on how the plot is resolved. In addition, PCs often
create their own short-term goals, which could be
as simple as helping someone find a lost cat or as
complex as solving a crime. These smaller goals
may or not be related to the overall goal and are

generally chosen by the players themselves.

4 Implementing TTRPGs in the EFL
Classroom
4.1 Getting Started with TTRPGs

Now that some of the benefits of utilizing
TTRPGs in the classroom have been discussed, the
question remains of how to implement them. This
paper hopes to address some of those concerns
through advice and suggestions on how to use
TTRPGs for teaching EFL. The advice is drawn
from the experience and observations of two twice-
a-week English courses and four 5-7 day intensive

courses where TTRPGs were utilized as a method of

instruction at Chubu University.

There are multiple ways to run a TTRPG in the
classroom. One method is to have the students
create the basic plot together and then choose one
student to be the GM while the others make
characters. This can work well for students who are
familiar with RPGs and have a higher aptitude for
difficult to

implement as the instructor has little control over

the target language, but can be
the content or flow of the game. This method has
seen success as a small group activity during
different courses (Phillips, 1994).

Another method is to have the instructor play the
role of the GM and the students be PCs. This allows
for more control over the gameplay and for easier
planning of the course. Furthermore, it requires
less in-class time explaining the rules and system,
as the role of the PC is far simpler than that of the
GM.

As the GM in this method, it is the responsibility
of the instructor to choose the plot and setting for
the campaign or session. The instructor can also
choose to have a continuing campaign, where there
is an overarching plot that is broken up into
various sessions that continue one after another, or
have short episodic stories that last only one or two
sessions each. The GM also has control over the
rules and the types of NPCs the PCs will interact
with. This can be good for teaching or reinforcing
pragmatic awareness in students through having
them meet with characters at varying statuses in
society.

Another important step in implementing
TTRPGs in the classroom is choosing what ruleset
to use. There are many different TTRPGs, each
with their own unique settings and rule systems.
Some, like Rifts: Role-playing Game, have a very
complex and detailed rules system, while others,
such as Our Last Best Hope are extremely simple.
Some good middle of the way rulesets that can be
adjusted for complexity are Dungeons and Dragons
5th Edition (D&D5e) or D20 Modern.

It is also important to think about setting. Do
you wish to have your players play in a fantasy,
science fiction, historical, or modern setting? How
realistic do you want the world to be? What kinds
of stories to you wish to tell? D&Dbe has a medieval

fantasy setting that is rich in lore and magic. PCs



Journal of Chubu University Education No.20 (2020)

are typically adventurers or heroes out to save
princesses or stop evil monsters and villains. Call of
Cthulhu is set in the early 20th century and focuses
PCs are

uncover

on horror and mystery where the

investigators that are trying to
supernatural secrets or stop evil people or creatures
from ending the world. D20 Modern is set in
contemporary times and has several different
settings that can be played. PCs often take the role
of special agents or investigators out to stop
terrorists or solve crimes.

Finally, there is the option to create your own
setting and rules. This is not recommended for
people who are inexperienced with TTRPGs, but
allows for more flexibility in balancing both
complexity and the setting. I have utilized both
D&Db5e and my own home-made ruleset (heavily
based on D20 Modern) and found both to work
quite well.

Once the ruleset and setting are established, the
story, or campaign, must be created. This is where
I recommend D&Dbe or Call of Cthulhu over many
other rulesets. While some may find it very
enjoyable to create their own worlds and stories,
many may find it difficult and time-consuming.
The published TTRPG have

prewritten modules that can be purchased and are

more popular
written in a way for GMs to easily follow.

After choosing the method, ruleset, and story, it
is simply a matter of planning sessions within the
course plan. A good, small session for an EFL class
should run from 45 minutes to an hour. Longer
sessions are, of course, possible as the typical
playing session for many when playing TTRPGs

for leisure can run anywhere from 1-4 hours.

4.2 Using TTRPGs for Language Learning

A major roadblock to implementing RP or
TTRPGs in the classroom is a lack of knowledge on
how to utilize them for language learning. While
language use and practice happens naturally
during the course of a game, it can be a bit
daunting for instructors to develop language
learning activities that can accommodate the
dynamic changes that can happen during a TTRPG
campaign. This is because the student players have
a lot of control over the direction of the story and

the language points that will be needed. However,

there are many opportunities for language learning
no matter what the students do.

It is important to have lessons that focus on more
direct language learning when using TTRPGs in
the course. The entire course should not simply be
language practice through role-playing. Time
should be balanced between language learning
lessons and RP. This balance should be adjusted
according to the needs of the students in the class.
In general, lower-aptitude classes will require more
direct language instruction and less RP. Thus, the
overall plot for the TTRPG should be short and
simple. On the other hand, more advanced students
will likely require less instruction and can handle
more complex plots and longer RP sessions.

Also, it is important to think about the type of
language you wish to teach before beginning the
TTRPG. If you wish to teach students business
English, it is better to have a story setting that
A

fantasy or science fiction setting would likely be

revolves around trade, business, and sales.
less useful. For general English classes, there is a
lot of flexibility in the types of stories that can be
used. Know what the story requires of the students
and plan language lessons around the skills that
will likely be necessary.

Moreover, instructors should be observant of
students and stay alert for learning opportunities.
It is sometimes important to interrupt the role-
playing for a teaching moment. For example,
during a role-playing session in a listening and
speaking English course taught in the fall of 2019,
student players found themselves in a situation
where they were going to be interrogated by a
governor. Before the interrogation, the instructor
stopped the RP session and had students have a
discussion about what questions they believed
would be asked and how they should respond. A
short lesson was planned for the next class on
formal language and reporting.

There are also language learning opportunities
that are nearly always relevant or useful when
playing TTRPGs. Before any TTRPG story begins,
students often must make characters. In order to
do so, students will need to use descriptions of
appearance and personality. They may also need to
learn about motivations and goals. This is also a

great opportunity to discuss narrative language by
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having students write a small background story for
their character or give a short oral presentation
introducing their character.

Note-taking is also extremely important for
TTRPGs. PCs are unlikely to remember all the
NPCs and places that they visit. Moreover, smaller
details in the descriptions could contain hints for
solving a problem or uncovering a secret. Students
should be encouraged to not only take notes, but to
summarize each RP session in the form of a report
or a character journal.

In relation to note-taking, both summarizing and
reporting are also essential skills required for any
TTRPG. Players may be required to explain actions
they or others took to each other or to an NPC in
authority, such as a police officer or their boss.
They also may be witness to an event that they
need to relay to another person or institution. This
can take the form of formal reports or casual
conversations. Instructors should make sure their
students are capable of doing these things in the
target language. In addition, teachers can have
students craft a memo or e-mail as an activity
related to the RP session as extra practice or for
assessment.

There are many other lesson plans and activities
that can be implemented alongside of RP sessions,
far too many to list in one paper. Some examples
from the author's experiences include various
grammatical lessons, writing letters of apology, a
research paper on the history of creatures from
folklore,

addressing issues such as agriculture,

formal problem-solution presentations
foreign
relations, and criminal justice, debates on ethics
and human rights, and many other language
learning activities.

Finally, while it is important to plan for certain
activities through the direction of the plot or story
events, there will be many opportunities for the
instructor to discover where their students are
weak and address specific needs through observing
them during their role-play. So, teachers should
remain flexible and be willing to adjust their plans

to accommodate the language needs of the students.

5 Student feedback and conclusion
Thus far this study has focused on the teacher,

discussing why and how to implement RP in the

language classroom. However, it is also important
to consider how well students respond to this
method of instruction. Data was collected from 14
students that took courses that utilized a TTRPG
at Chubu University and answered a questionnaire.

Some also responded to a short answer interview.

Table 1 Student Opinions on TTRPG Usage

Question Average
Score

I feel the roleplaying game was very | 4.4
enjoyable.
Playing this game helped improve my | 4.7
listening skills in English.
Playing this game helped improve my | 4.5
speaking skills in English.
This game was easy to play. 2.8
I was motivated to do the writing | 4.1
assignments because they were
connected to my character.
This game was difficult to play. 3.5
Playing this game encouraged me to | 4.3
take notes in class.
I feel the writing assignments in | 4.4
this class were useful.
I feel this game helped me improve | 4.4
my note—taking skills
I want to take more English classes | 4.2
that use a game like this
I feel this game is good for | 4.4
improving my English skills
The writing assignments 1in this | 4.2
class were more interesting than in
other English classes I have taken.
I was comfortable speaking as a | 3.9
character in this game.

Table 1 shows the responses of the 14 students to
questions on a Likert scale of 1-5 with 1 being
“strongly disagree” and 5 being “strongly agree.”
Overall students were very receptive to the usage of
TTRPGs in the classroom. The focus of the course
was listening and speaking, in which students
overwhelmingly reported that they felt had
improved. Furthermore, students found the writing
assignments to be useful and also reported that
their note-taking skills had improved during the
course. This data is supported by the difference in

the general quality of the notes submitted at the
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beginning and at the end of the course.

The largest complaint about the TTRPG was the
difficulty students found in playing the game. This
difficulty was expected, as the experience was
completely new for nearly every participant. The
lower 3.9 score on the question on comfort speaking
as a character was the result of a 2 by two different
students. One student found the game to be very
enjoyable (score of 4) and reported that they felt
their English skills improved (score of 5), but was
a bit intimidated by the rules. The other student did
not enjoy the course because he felt the fantastic
elements were “not realistic” and he wanted a class
more focused on debate and negotiation instead. He
was hoping for more arguments and debates and
expressed concern over the lack of more serious
subject matter. Still, most students in the course
expressed a desire to take another class that utilizes
a TTRPG (86% of students).

The majority of students also found the TTRPG
to be both beneficial and motivating. Several
students reported that they enjoy speaking with
the other players and sharing information. Most
students highly enjoyed trying to solve the mystery
in the story they played in the game. Some students
also reported that they felt that although grammar
was not a strong focus of the class, it had improved.
One student reported that yes their English

“ speaking and grammar (tense, article) ”
improved and that they were “careful not to miss
these grammar [rules].” Another student said “I
was weak in tense part, now I think I have
improved in that part.”

In general, the data collected supports other
research that suggests TTRPGs are beneficial for
both motivating students and improving their
language skills. Students tended to enjoy the
critical thinking aspects of the game (problem
solving activities) the most and seemed to find
assignments in the course to be both interesting
and useful. Notes from teacher observations also
suggest that students were very motivated to
communicate with each other and the instructors
NPCs, especially when they were trying to solve a
problem or gain information they felt was

important for reaching their characters' in-game

goals.
Finally, although this method can be very
effective, it is important to keep in mind that, just
like any other method, is not recommended for
Utilizing TTRPGs the

classroom requires instructors to be both flexible

every instructor. in
and creative. When first attempting to use them, it
can be time-consuming. However, TTRPGs can be
very rewarding for students by helping to motivate
them to practice their English and giving them
unique opportunities to use authentic English in
real conversations that can otherwise be very

difficult to simulate in the EFL context.
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Abstract

Since its beginning in 2014, the English Communications course developed
for incoming robotics engineering freshmen has focused on trying to increase
the effectiveness of limited the face-to-face time instructors have with
students by creating an environment where students can study English
anytime and anywhere at their own individual pace. The solution to being
limited to once-a-week classes has been a blended learning classroom that
seeks to both motivate students to learn English while also maximizing the
effectiveness of face-to-face lessons. The coronavirus pandemic of 2020 added
new challenges to this model as classes for the spring semester had to be
adapted for distance learning in a way that still motivated students to
become autonomous English learners and help set a foundation for developing
English communication ¢kills. This study shows how experiences from
conventional blended-learning classes were utilized to restructure the course

for distance learning while maintaining the original goals of the curriculum.

Key words

Remote learning, EFL (English as a foreign language) pedagogy, intake,

material adaptation, roles of teachers
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Abstract

This paper examines the potential for career education for inbound tourism
and related industries in the college of International Studies. This research
project was undertaken to explore courses and training opportunities to meet the
demands for the inbound tourism trade for the students in the College of
International Studies. On-site training and seminars were carried out and
proposed to fulfill the needs. In addition, a curriculum for foreign language
learning aligned with inbound tourism was developed. The use of computer-
assisted language translation through handy and innovative gadgets was also

explored and evaluated.
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Progressing to the Next Stage in University Remote Teaching
Under COVID-19 Pandemic Conditions:

Challenges faced and met by the College of International Studies,
Spring semester 2020

NAKAYAMA Noriko™" and OSAWA Hajime™**

*k1 Professor, Department of International Studies, College of International Studies, Chubu University

k2 Associate Professor, Department of International Studies, College of International Studies, Chubu University

Abstract

Facing COVID-19 pandemic conditions, the faculty members of Chubu
University's College of International Studies (CU-CIS) conducted remote teaching
for 15-lesson courses. The lessons were offered almost every Wednesday
throughout the spring semester of 2020. Some members introduced useful digital
tools such as CoursePower, Zoom, Google Classroom, Dropbox and etc. Others
developed original class materials. The faculty members supported each other by
sharing their experiences, growing and learning together to overcome the
unprecedented challenge. This paper reports on the challenges and outcomes of
the experiences of remote learning under COVID-19 pandemic conditions. Noriko
NAKAYAMA presents a summary and the content of the courses, and Hajime
OSAWA highlights the comments of each faculty member through the team-

building experience.
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COVID-19, remote teaching, College of International Studies, challenges, distance learning
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Abstract

The authors have been working on a child-rearing seminar since 2013. This
seminar combines mother-child exercises with child-rearing education, to reduce
child-rearing stress for mothers, support the healthy growth and development of
children, and promote mother-child interaction.

In 2019, we took the novel step of hiring students as support staff from three
departments: the Department of Nursing (attendees of a maternal nursing
seminar); the Department of Early Child Education (members of the “Child-
Rearing Volunteer Group”); and the Department of Lifelong Sport and Health
and Medical Care (students enrolled in the “Emergency Lifesaving Course”).

The students assisted in the management of our parenting seminars by acting as
receptionists, checking the physical condition of infants, and serving as parking
lot assistants. Students learned about infant development, mother-child
interactions, and interactions among mothers by observing the mothers and their
children. Mothers also received support with child-rearing. The students acquired
new perspectives on various specialties, as well as inter-occupational cooperation.
This enhanced their experience of lectures and clinical training and thus served as

a valuable educational exercise.
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Multi-departmental Cooperation, Child-rearing Support, Seminar Management, Infants and Mothers
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Activating an Online Course On Demand:
An Example of a Cross-Cultural Communication Course

SHIOZAWA Tadashi*!

k1 Professor, Department of English Language and Culture, College of Humanities, Chubu University

Abstract

The world-wide spread of the new coronavirus infection, COVID-19, forced us
to conduct most courses online. Among the courses the author taught online was
an introductory freshman course, “Cross-Cultural Communication A.” This
course requires the participants to think, feel, and act in a way different from
how they usually do in their home culture. But how can they achieve this goal by
simply reading slides on a Learning Management System? By drawing on
Meaningful Learning Theory and Self-Determination Theory as well as some
related learning theories, the author had the learners make slides themselves,
demonstrate and teach what they had learned to their family members, write
essays on their cross-cultural experiences after every lesson, and report on video
clips that stimulate their emotional behavior among others. He also tried not to
teach too much to encourage their autonomy, and adapted a unique evaluation
system of which the purpose was to add points for what they had learned, and
refrained from penalizing for what they had not learned. In this way, most
students tried very hard to receive extra points. As a result the course was very
well received. This paper depicts some attempts to make this on-demand distance
learning course as participatory and student-centered as possible. Some

drawbacks and points to improve are described as well.

Key words

on-demand, online course, cross-cultural communication, participatory teaching, meaningful teaching theory
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to determine the pattern of soft drink consumption
among collegiate students and to show the relationship it has with their lifestyle.
Out of the 339 participants of this study, 103 (30.4%) were identified as frequent-
intakers (FI) , consuming soft drinks five or more days per week. Compared to
non-frequent-intakers (NI) , the FI group had a significant difference in the
following seven lifestyles: participating in club activities, consuming soft drinks
at breakfast, consuming breakfast more frequently, increased soft drink intake
since starting college, frequently exercising, participants feel they are not lacking
in exercise, and feeling drowsy during the day. Using multi-logistic regression
analysis, it was determined that of the seven lifestyles, two had the most impact
on the FI group: consuming soft drinks at breakfast and increased soft drink
intake since starting college. Seeing as there is a link between beginning
collegiate life and increased soft drink consumption, it is necessary to provide
students with information regarding soft drink intake, and to educate them on
healthy lifestyle habits.?
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Soft drink intake, Collegiate student, Lifestyle
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