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Refugia Forest: A haven for endangered organisms

Numerous rare organisms live in the hilly and mountainous areas of the Tokai region, Central Japan.
In particular, the Circum Ise-Bay area and its surrounding region are important sites of distribution
for organisms that are rare even at the global level, such as the group of plant species known as the
Tokai hilly land elements or the water scorpion (Nepa hoffmanni), an aquatic insect. However,many
rare organisms have lost their habitats due to recent development and changes in land use, becoming
endangered species. One method for protecting endangered species is to relocate them from areas
where their habitat is being lost to fresh habitats. To accomplish this, havens, or "refugia,’ to which
the endangered species can be relocated are needed. Unfortunately, if a population is moved from one
site to another, it may cross with individuals of the same species living in the new area, leading to
loss of endemic genetic characteristics. Thus, to prevent crossing with populations of the same species
within our campus, organisms that are relocated are isolated in the Refugia Foreast for protection.
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